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Hutchins’ Thoughts and Practice in General Education

ZHANG Haisheng
(Institute of Higher Education. Anhui University, Hefei 230039, Anhui, China)

[M].

Abstract: Hutchins is a famous American higher education thinker and reformer. The whole of his life

is devoted to the reform and practice of general education. His idea of general education has its parti-

cular social, historical and cultural background. He thinks that general education aims to cultivate hu-

man rationality; Western canonical books are the eternal learning content; general education will not

only benefit individual all-round development and social unity and progress, but also lay the common

academic basis for specialized education. His conception of general education has important influence

on the curriculum of the University of Chicago and has been actualized at Saint John's College.
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