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Historical Development and Current Demands
of Institutional Research in China

Zhou Chuan P1

Abstract ; Institutional Research (IR), both as a new paradigm for research on higher education and an important administrative strate-
gy in higher education institutions( HEIs) , was introduced to China around 20 years ago and has undergone a rapid development since
then. The ultimate goal of IR is to make higher education administration more rational and democratic. However, nowadays the perva-
sive tendency of bureaucracy in China’s higher education system has reduced, and even eliminated the demands for IR. It is therefore

necessary to carry out a radical and profound reform in higher education system so as to vigorously promote the development of IR in
China.

Key words: institutional research (IR) ; practical demands for IR

On the Status of the University

Qi Shaoping Xue Dan P20

Abstract; A major drawback of China’s higher education policies such as the project “211" or project “985" is that they gave politi-
cally-granted higher status to so-called key universities, tuming” classification of education” into “educational stratification”. The im-
portance of such politically-granted status has been further exaggerated by the mass media, which misled the general public so much as
that people nowadays tend to ignore or even forget the long-established legitimacy of the university as an institution devoted to talent ed-
ucation and scientific research. What’ s worse, this politically-granted status brought about problems of inequity in educational resource
distribution as well as college enrollment and graduate employment, which in turn has affected the benign and constructive competition
between various universities in China. Therefore, it is necessary to re-emphasize the socially-granted status of the university, while

downplay its politically-granted status at the same time, so as to achieve equity in higher education and promote the healthy develop-
ment of higher education in China.

Key words: higher education ;status of the university ; educational equity

?1994-2015 China Academic Journal Electronic Publishing House. All rights reserved. http://www.cnki.net



